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up of a Round Table Conference in the place of the Statutory
Commission.
The incidents of a Nationalist boycott of Lord Milner's
Commission of Enquiry in Egypt were recalled, and it was
proclaimed that, as a result of a determined plan of campaign,
the British Government had been forced to surrender to
the claim of the Egyptian Nationalists.
But Egypt is " a bit of Europe in Africa " and occupies,
by virtue of the Suez Canal, a special strategic position.
She forms, indeed, an integral part in European diplomatic
relations and her case is not wholly analogous to that of
India. Moreover, the concessions gained by Egypt were
not the outcome of the boycott demonstrations against
the Milner Commission. On the contrary, the liberal spirit
of its Report was, to a great extent, marred by the im-
patience and irreconcilable attitude of the Egyptian Nation-
alists. Later on they came to London for negotiations—
but only after making the atmosphere unfavourable to
bringing about an equilibrium in the relations between
Great Britain and Egypt.
Indian political leaders did not relax their opposition
when the co-operating committees of the Legislatures were
appointed. Some of the boycott leaders had cherished
hopes that a continued agitation against the Statutory
Commission might induce Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, as leader
of the principal opposition in the House of Commons, to
take the necessary steps to satisfy the Indian demand.
But the following telegraphic message sent to Mr. Vernon
Hartshorn on February 15, 1928, by Mr. MacDonald,
proved this to be an illusion. He said:
"It is reported here that if your Commission were
successfully obstructed, a Labour Government would ap-
point a new Commission on another and non-Parliamentary
basis. As you know, the procedure now being followed
has the full confidence of the Labour Party and no change
in the Commission would be made/'

